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Biographical sketch 
 

Russ walker, a professor of environmental science at mesa 

state college, has been a grand junction resident since 

1990.  russ’s professional background includes several 

environmental cleanup projects; most notably, the 

removal of uranium mill tailings.  Since 1993, Russ has 

taught environmental restoration at mesa state and 

was a member of the riverfront commission from 1998 to 

2001.  current professional interests focus on stream, lake, 

and watershed management and restoration. 

 

russ’s personal interests include hiking and mountain 

bike riding.  Russ is married and has a 3-year old daughter.  

When time allows, russ tries “to immerse myself in this 

spectacular natural system that we live in, understand it 

better, and wrestle with the big question of how we can 

live in western Colorado in a way that doesn’t destroy 

the desirability of the area.”   

 

Russ sees his involvement with the ccnca advisory council 

as “an opportunity to influence management decisions 

that would determine how well the land health was 

protected as the nca experienced increasing use.”  Russ has 

a keen interest in collaborative land-management efforts 

and views his participation in this planning process as a 

way to observe from the “inside,” as well as to bring this 

hands-on perspective to his students as mesa state.  
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